The Superiour Excellency of cr * 
| _ _— © <3 = > Wes Ss 1 


A . 
E [ O 
— go: N 
SONS of the CLERGY, 
6.0, Þh® THEIR TOP: 
ANNIVERSARY-MEETING 
07 THE 
(Cathedral Church of St. PA U Ly 
1 Thurſday Febr. 1 95 173 5. 


— — 
By PHILIP B N LL. D. 
Anon of Chrift-Churcd, 1 2 and Fellow of 
the College near Wincheſter. 

- — N T ] — 8 


bo. LON D ON: 
IN Printed for Two. Wor rox, at the Queen - Head 
and Three Daggers, againſt St. Dunſtan's Church 
in Fleegftreet. MDOCXXXVI. 


- 
FR 
2 
8 
94 
* 
* 
8 
* } 
5 "= 
* 
* 
- 
1 
1 
al 
7 
3 
. 
7 
* 
: & k 
- 
* 
% R 
» 
2 
* 
. 
* 
* — 
. 
- 
- 8 * 
* 
. 
N * 
* 
"I 
* 
9 — 
« 
» * 
& 1 
9 * - 
KA. * 
*« $3 
5 * — a Ir 


— 


LC 


+ 7 * [4 
5 8 
ar” y * 
= * 4 * 
nm — 
— 
* 
a4 
* 
WE. 2 — E 4 
er * 2998 OR 6 
a 5 . E ) 6 * 5 \ 8 C% . F- „ Fi t * «iy, ef. 
- 44 *% 4 % - > %\ ö L 5 1 
* 9 „ 8 9 N * 
4 . " 
Y 4 —— — U. 
* —— 2 — — — * — 
- — 2 
* — 
o * 1 
r 
F * 
\ f f, 
#4 <1 , 4 " - m_ „„ 4 6 
* # - N ” * we. 4 + 
4 7 \ i — 5 
1 „* ; $ . 
1 4 _ : 4 K 1 v4 
* N > 4 | " x ft * . 8 £ 
et — * * —— SC _ 
„. 1 — 
© * - o - 4" . 5 
* 
— 8 * "1 * * — % 
[2 *, 4 2 
7 % * 6 % * 
F | k 
; F: F- 3 A . n * * ®, 
— -_ * * 1 * OF 4 # j 1 s . 3 fo 
- 
1 
y 2 ne 
4 
1 
» - * _y by _ £ 4 % * a 
o , 
* „ — — 
1 Rs * 7 1 * * FA £ 8 a" -p . - p * 
— * 4 % 4 9 
* 1 \*Y i e 0 * Ta © s 1 1 « wh 4 
— „ * 8 * S4 _—— 4 *"# 1 1 1 4 7 + *F Fa A Y 
0 + a 
- -- 
ern 4 4 4 
=» * 
* . 
* : » 7 
* - — * by 5 
7 4 7 Y 
4 $4 ” 
4 4 6 1 ft; 3 . * 
* "I - — - - —_— * ” wu wt 
CT w 4 * 99 . 
v og +4 —- - — . * 5 * * 
v 7 2 
CY 4 
* * 1 I o 4 8 o 3 „5 * E : 1 o o — 
a we o — 8 a 
i * — 
* 
* 
* 
„ 2 . 
++ Aw. — o - o = —- — a 2 * 
" 
” 
* 1 * 
: : , p r 
5 : * \ 1 
0 ” 4 K $a. * s * — vs p ” 
— , 
% N os 
a „ [1 +4 4 * 
N | « 1 0 off" 7 , Go ; " 
Y * . £ by * 4 
i % * , 
" o . 
1 * 28 
— 2 - 2 * 
PA tec AY > 
* * 
ly" * 
” $ * 
„ 2 
. * 
- — * - . 
. ws 
— % P * 
% 5 ? 1 4 
n 0 
P : = 4 w_— — _ & 3-4 4 - 
F : - 3 44% 
4 - F a 
* - - . 5 . . 9 
bt ' - of 
" . , 
* -_ * Re . 2 
3 4 44 . 
* % 
- 
. : 8 5 $ 
S <3 
33s 
% 
. . , 
- 
% 


T O 


The Rev. John Pelling, D. D. Maurice Green, M. D. 
The Rev. W. Hodges, D. D. Robert Weſtley, Eg; 
e Rev. G. Lavington, LL. D. Edmund Gibſon, Ejg; 
De Rev. John Enierſon, lf A. Tho. Baker, Gent. 
The Rev. Mr. Weſtley Hall. William „Gent. 
Sir Francis Boynton, Bart. John B Gant: 


STEWARDS 


FOR THE 


SONS of the CLERGY, 


THIS 


DISCOURSE, 
Preach'd and Printed at their Requeſt, 
Is humbly Inſcrib d, 


By their Faithful, 
AND 
Obedient Servant, © 


PHIL. BARTON, 


1 CormTarans xiii. 13. 
And now abideth Faith, Hope, and Cha- 


rity, theſe three; but the great of 
theſe is Charity. 


ANY and various were the Diſſen- 
ions in the Church of Corinth; par- 
| E ticularly they had been divided by 
2 Is falſe Teachers, who pretended to 

— Art and Eloquence, and to a great 
Affectation and Shew of human Learning. —— In 


anſwer to theſe Deceivers, St. Paul repreſents to 


them the Nature and Dignity of the Chriſtian 
Religion. He affures them that it was a Diſpen- 
fation immediately revealed from Heaven ; that 
the Perſon who delivered it, was the true Me- 
fiah; that He was Cbriſt the Power of God, and 


the Wiſdom of God. He tells them farther, that 


ſo divine an Inſtitution had no occaſion of being 
recommended with Pomp and Ceremony, or 
- ſapported by the ufual Arts of Policy and Ad- 
dreſs; that therefore he had preached to them 
the plain and naked Truths of the Goſpel, with- 
out any Ornaments of Language, without any 
Mixture of human Reaſoning and 1 
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And 1, Brethren, when I came to you, came not 
with the Excellency of Speech, nor with the enticing 
Words of Man's Wiſdom ; but I was with you in 
Weakneſs, and Fear, and much Trembling, that 
your Faith might not fland in the Wiſdom of Men, 
but in the Power of God. | 


He then protneds to ſfew the Danger of Di- 
viſion ; he tells them the deſtructive Conſequences 
that naturally archd it, and bow at is 
its the very D and Genivs of the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution. ——Inflamed' at laſt by his Subject, 
he breaks out into a very magnificerit Defeription 
of Charity. Many excellent things are ſpoken of 
this divine Grace; but never was it * in 
a more amiable and lovely manner. The Images 
are ſtrong and lively; the Figures lofty and fab- 
lime. Fhough F fpeak worth the Tongues of Men 
and Angels, and 22 I 

unding ' Braſs, or a tenkling Cymbal, Though I 
. Erft of Prophecy, and underſtand all Myj- 
feries, and all Knowledge ; though I have all Faith, 
fo that I could remove Mountains; though I beſtow 
all my Goods te feed the Poor, and though I give my 
Body to be burned; yet, if I bave not Charity, it 
profiteth me nothing. All the Operations of the 
Spirit of God; all the Manifeſtations of Power 
and Wiſdom; all the miraculous Graces of the 


Holy Ghoſt; all that we can believe in this 
World, or expect in the next; all is inferiour to 
Charity. And nom abideth Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, theſs tbree; but the greateſt of theſe is 


(baruy. 
y | Ix 
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I x diſcourſing upon which Words, I ſhall beg 
leave in the Fir place, to enquire into this De- 
claration of the Text, why it is that Charity is 
faid to be ſuperiour to Faith and Hope. 


Ax p then, Secondly, I ſhall conſider the proper 
Objects of Charity, with a View to the Occaſion 
of this Day's Solemnity. 


Ax D Firfl, Fam to enquire into this Decla- 
ration of the Text, why it 1s that Charity is faid 
to be ſuperiour to Faith and Hope. 

CHARITY then (in the Language of our Bleſſed 
Saviour) is the great Commandment; or (as it is 
elſewhere expreſſed in Scripture) the fulfilling of 
the Law. t is, it is the Completion and 55 
ſummation of every Virtue, and contains e 
Article of Duty, that adorns a Chriſtian —Faith 
and Hope are only particular Virtues, they are ra- 
ther the Motives and Inſtruments of Religion, 
than Religion itſelf. There may be an unactive 
Faith, without any Signs of Obedience; there 
may be an ill- grounded Hope, without any Fruits 
of the Spirit. But Love is a more awakened 
and active Principle; it commands the Will, and 
governs the Affections. It is this divine Grace, 
which denominates us good Men; it renders us 
conformable to the Will of Heaven, and fills up 
the meaſure of our Duty both to God and Man. 

Wx are commanded 0 love the Lord with all 
our Heart, with all our Soul, and with all our 
Strength. Now this implies, that we ſhould 
contemplate and admire his high Perfections; that 

| | this 
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this Admiration ſhould not affect our Underſtand- 
ings only, but deſcend upon our Hearts, and in- 
fluence our Practice; that the Love of him ſhould 
know no Bounds, except the abſolute Impoſſibi- 
lity of riſing higher; that every other Enjoyment, 
which ſtands in competition with it, ould be 
diſdained and neglected; and that God alone 
ſhould be the ſupreme, the unrivall'd Object of 
our Love. —— This, this is the Charity intended 
by the Apoſtle, and which ſhews itſelf in all the 
baff Effect of univerſal Benevolence. So that 
un 4 we are influenced by this vital Principle 
within us, we can never advance to any degree 
of Perfection, we can never arrive at the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, In vain 
then ſhall we plead the moſt enlarged Diſcoveries 
of Faith ; in vain ſhall we depend upon the moſt 
lorious Proſpects of Hope. All our admired 
Speculations, all our fondeſt Wiſhes and Deſires, 
will profit us nothing. Nothing will hereafter 
avail us, but what is ſanctified by Charity; nothing, 
but what is done in the Spirit of Benevolence, 
and with a Love to Mankind. | PE: 
ASAIN, the very Notion of Charity ſuppoſes. 
theſe Virtues to be previouſly exerciſed, and is in- 
deed the natural Reward and Conſequence of 
them. — Our Belief in God, our Hope and De- 
pendance upon. his promiſed Mercies, theſe are 
proper Helps and Encouragements in our Chriſtian 
Warfare. But ſtill our Religion is in its infant 
Sꝛate, and the Work of our Obedience is quite 
 wnAniſh'd, till we proceed to Love. Tis at a 
diitance Faith fees; tis after a long Interval of 
Time, that Hope expects; but Charity has it's 


: imme- 
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immediate and -preſent Joys ; it is the Comfort of 
good Men here, and will be the Employment of 
Saints hereafter. Faith and Hope are Diſpoſitions 
of Mind, which are begun in * Virtues of this 
Life; but they are never compleated, till we ar- 
rive at the Glories of the next. The very Bleſſed- 
neſs of Heaven itſelf conſiſts in Love; and (if we 
have not Charity) we are not qualified to enjoy 
the Pleaſures of Abraham's Boſom. 


ByT farther, Charity unites us to God; it 


makes us a Part of the divine Image, and gives us 
the Reſemblance of his Supreme Perfections. 
Faith and Hope are only Virtues of this World, 
fitted and adapted to human Nature, deſigned to 
animate our Endeavours, to lift up our feeble 
| Hands, and to revive our fainting Hearts. They 
belong entirely to the Neceſſities of the Creature, 
and have no Place or Influence in the Mind of 
the Creator. But God himſelf is Love; and infinite as 
He is in all Perfections, yet his favourite Attribute 
is Mercy.-—So that we are to conſider Him, as 
the great Example of Charity, as the Fountain and 
Foundation of every Bleſſing. All the Works of 
Creation and Providence; all the Miracles of 
Redemption and Sanctification; all the Manifeſ- 
tations of his Power and Preſence ; all are ſo many 
Arguments of his Love, ſo many Emanations of 
his Almighty Goodneſs.—— So that if we would 
endeavour to be like him, we muſt be kind, af- 
fectionate, and benevolent; we muſt be merciful, 


even as our Father, which is in Heaven, is merci- 


ful: And the more we abound in this hap- 
py Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, the nearer 
we approach to Him, who is the moſt excellent 
_ | B | Being 
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Being in the Univerſe, who is not only the Stan- 
dard of Virtue, but the Perfection of Happineſs. 
AGAIN, Chatity is a more enlarged and ex- 
tenſive Principle; it loves the Intereſt of Man- 
kind, and makes it it's Buſineſs and Delight to 
promote it. There is perhaps fomething con- 
fined and narrow in the Mind of Man. Self- 
Love is a powerful Ingredient in all our Conſti- 
tutions, and prevails even in the Exerciſe of Vir- 
Qualifications in the Diſcharge of our Duty; but 
then there is generally fome Reſerve, or Proſpect 
of perſonal Advantage. We believe and hope 
for ourſelves ; or perhaps our Cares extend only to 
our Friends, and Relations, to thoſe who are al- 
lied to us by Birth, Education, or Intereſt. But 
Love is a more diffuſive and generous Paſſion ; it 
carries us beyond ourſelves, and diſplays itſelf in 
an affectionate Concern for the whole Creation. 
Charity intimates an unfeigned Love to God, as 
the greateſt and beſt of Beings; and then to all 
thoſe Creatures, who are the Work of his Hands, 
who have his eternal Reaſon ſtampt- upon their 
Minds, and who bear the Image and Saperſcrip- 
tion of the ſame Creator. S0 that the Man 
of Charity and Benevolence is an univerſal Bene- 
taor, without any Diſtinction of Perſons, with- 
out any Limitation of Time or Place. He whole 
W, o_ is his Country, and his Neighbour is all Man- 
Bur further, as Charity is of larger Extent, © 
it 1s likewiſe of longer Duration.- Faith and 


Hope are only Virtues. of this Life, and muſt have 
their Period at the Conſummation of all TI 
. A © 
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the one being changed into the Evidence of Sight; 
the other loſt in the Tranſports of Enjoyment. 
Again, there will be an End of all Myſteries, and 
all Knowledge, of all the 5 — Miracles 
of the Goſpel- State. Theſe had their ſeveral Uſes 
intended by Providence, but cannot poſſibly outlaſt 
the Moral World. They muft expire, when the 
Mediatorial Office ſhall ceaſe, and when Chrift ſhall 
deliver a. Sogn dom to God, even the Father. 
Bat Charity, as the Text erpreſſeth it, never fail- 
etb. When we arrive at Heaven, it will be then 
in its pro — — in its moſt vigorous Exerciſe, 
in its = lightful Employment: For Charity 
is Love; — admitted to the Fruition and 
Preſence of the Godhead, cannot fail to exert it 
ſelf in the moſt enflamed and exalted manner. 
The High and One, who inbubiteth Eternity, 
who is a Being in irely lovely, and in whoſe Plea- 
fare is Life, He will fatisfy all the Defires, and fill 
up all the Capacities of an immortal Soul. $6 
that there will be no poſſibility of ſetting Bounds 
— our ayer it will be for ever exerted, en 1 

e; Tue Object of our Affections wilt 
imiſelf; we tak love Him, and be loved 
by Him to all Eternity. 

Such is the ſuperiour Excellency of this Divine 
Omer, and ſo true is that Declaration in the Words 
of the Text, And row abiderb Paith,' Hope, and 
Charity, theſ Thr; ad the erent of theſe is 


Charity, 


I proceed now in the | Ka ice weeuſils hy 
proper Objects of Charity, with a View to the O 
eaſion of this Day's Solemnity. 

B 2 Tuvs 
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underſtand the Meaning o 
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. Tavs far we have explained the Nature and Ex- 
tent of Charity, and we have proved it ſuperiour 
to all the Virtues and Graces of the Chriſtian Life. 
We have taken a View of this ſublime Deſcription 
of St. Paul, and it is impoſſible to recommend it 
in ſtronger Terms. Tis plain, that the Love of 
God is the Perfection of every Virtue, and there- 
fore cannot fail to produce the Love of our Neigh- 
Baur. However it may ſtill enlarge our Genero- 
ſity, if we attend a little, and hearken to the Voice 
of Nature, Reaſon, and Religion. Wy 
Tux earlieſt, the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions of Na 
ture incline us to Compaſſion. The firſt moment 
we are born, our Miſery begins; and therefore Pro- 
vidence has ſtamped it upon our very Countenance, 
that it may immediately propagate Pain and * 
to all Spectators.— Accordingly, we are 
acquainted with the Language of Diſtreſs, and 

its Sighs and Tears. 
"Tis what we feel in ourſelves, and what we pre- 


- 


ſently acknowledge and confeſs, when we ſee it in 


our Fellow-Creatures. We are excited immedi- 
ately to deſire the Relief of the Miſerable, and by 
a compaſſionate Inſtin& to interpoſe in their Be- 
half. If then we ceaſe to be Charitable, if we 
are unmoved at the Diſtreſſes of our Brethren, if 
we are not affected, when we hear the Cries of the 
Oppreſſed; we then renounce the very original Prin- 
ciples of our Being, and forget the Practice of a 
Duty, which is as old as our Misfortunes; the 
Date of it is indeed as antient as Mankind, and 
its; Obligation as indiſſoluble as the very Frame of 
Nature. | 405 
Is 


a 
* ' II 
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Ir from Nature we proceed to Reaſon, we ſhall L 


find our Argument abundantly confirmed. If 
God has been pleaſed to fill our Hands with the 


good Things of this Life; i we poſſeſs Lands for 


which wwe did not labour; if we dwell in Houſes, 
which wwe did not build; if we eat the Fruits of O- 
live-Yards, and Vineyards, which we did not plant - 
with how overflowing a Gratitude ſhould we ſerve. 
the Lord, and pay a willing Tribute to the Re- 
lief of our Fellow-Creatures! We are all of 
one Family, all deſcended from the Loins of one. 
Father; we are all admitted into one Baptiſm, 
all are Heirs of the fame Salvation. Why then 
can we imagine ſo wide a Difference? Why all 
this Train of Miſery, and Diſtreſs? Was it only 
for the Indulgence, and Luxury of a few, was it 
for this; that God has left ſo many of his Chil. 
dren deſtitute, . and expoſed Himſelf to the Blaſ- 
hemies and Murmurs of a diſcontented World? 


Not ſo are the Proceedings of our heavenly Fa- 


ther. Though the Poſſeſſion be ours, yet ſtill 
He has reſerved a part of the Inheritance, and has 
deputed the Poor to de bis Subſtitutes, and his 
Repreſentatives; to be the Objects of our Pity, 
and to receive the Remains of our Abundance. 
Ir Riches indeed were Happineſs, there might 
be ſome Pretence, at leaſt, for a covetous Poffeſ. 
ſion. But Happineſs is a ſecret Thing, and de- 
pends 2 hidden Cauſes, upon the Govern- 
ment of ourſelves, and the Command of our 
Paſſions. By the outward Eſtate of Men, 
we know very little of their preſent Pain or 
Pleaſure. Tis viſible, indeed, who has large 
Poſſeſſions, and who has none; but which of 
| | theſe 


= 
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| theſe is the ha pier, is ſtill a Queſtion, A fit- 


tle is enough for all the Neceſſities, nay, for all 


the innocent Delights of Nature; and when the 


proper Abatements are deducted, we ſhall find 
ps, that our very Abundance proves a Bur- 
den. — Since then our Riches can neither make, 
nor ſeeure us happy; fince they are only a lit- 
tle Convenience in this World, and are of no 
Importance or Uſe in the other; ſince they were 


Intended to affift us in our Pilgrimage here, but 


have nothing to do with our better and immortal 
Part; let us in Juſtice and Reafon reſtore them to 


the 2d wha ve them; let the Poor be the 


Channel, dus, which they are and 
tet them thus feturn to that Ocean of Benefi- 
cence, from whence flowed. 

Tx after Nature and Reaſon, we take a View of 
Religion, we ſhall find that Charity makes part 

f every Syſtem.- Amidſt all the Variety of 
Shines 2 Opinions, however difagreeing and 
dividet they are, yet ſtil they concur and eonſpire 
if; this, in the Relief of the Poor, in the Care of 
the Diſtreſtd. — be daring Libertine, wo de- 
ſpiſes Revelation, and lang * at poſitive Inſtitu- 


tions, yet has not been able to diſcredit Charity, 


or bring Diſreputation upon this Virtue. ven to 
Hin tis amiable and lovely ; he reveres, he ho- 
nours the Good and Beneficent.——But as for the 
Chriſtian Religion, Love is its peculiar Character, 
its very Soul, and Principle. The Religion of 
Fesvs in its Doctrines, Precepts, and Practices is 
really nothing elſe, but one ie diffuſive, u- 
niverſal Charity. A 


the Sons of the Clergy. 1 5 
To ds good, and to communicate; to comfort the 


| — and vindicate the Oppreſsd; to be a Fa- 
ther to the Fatherleſs, and to plead the Cauſe of the 


Widow; to deal out our Bread to the Hungry, and. 
70 Ke the empty Soul; ta heal the Sick, and bind 42 


tbe broken-hearted; pour Oil into their Mou 


and to bear a part in all the Miſeries and Misfor- 


tunes of our Fellow-Creatures ; theſe are the 


great Duties of the Goſpel, the repeated and expreſs 


Commands of our Bleſſed Saviour. 


Ir Heaven bad pleaſed, it might abundantly 
have provided for all its Creatures; but the Wis, 
dom of Providence has ordained it otherwiſe, and. 
has left us room for the Exerciſe of this Divine 


Virtue. Pain, Poverty, and Diftrefs are lie Ar- 
rows in the Hand of the Almighty, and are ſent 
abroad into the World for the wiſeſt Reaſons; to 
teach us the Viciſſitude of human Affairs, to 
raiſe up our Minds to Heaven, and to wean us 
from Enjoyments of a ſinful World; to in- 
ſtruct us in all the Duties of Humanity and Be- 


nevolence, and to ſhew us the Neceſſity of ſup- 


porting our afflicted Neighbour. 


So. that there are as many Ways of diffuſing 


our Charity, as there are imaginable Inſtances of 
doing Good; for no unhappy Object is unallied, 
or foreign ta our Compaſſion.— We are not born 
for ourſelves alone 3; and a Man muſt be but little 
inſtructed in the School of Grace, who is not 
ſenſible that he ought to have a Concern for all 
the Unfortunate, But becauſe our Abilities 


are confined, and there is no Poſhbility of an- 
ſwering every Demand; therefore ſome Limita- 


/ 2 - 
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tions are neceſſary, and we are to make a prudent 
Choice in the Application of our Charity. bl 
Wur we ſee a Man in Extremity of Want, 
when the Neceſſity is prefling and clamorous, 
when (as Fob expreſſes it) he is ready to periſh, 
and there is none to help; then we are to give a 
nerous and ſpeedy Aſſiſtance. To deliberate 
ere would be Cruelty, and the very Delay would 
be the Means of deſtroying our Brother. But 
when the Difficulty and Danger is not ſo imme- 
diate, then we ate to be determined by other 
Confiderations. We are to enquire into the 8i- 
tuation and Merits of the Diſtreſſed; we are to 
conſider his Station and Character; whether he be 
of the ſame Profeſſion or Religion; whether he 
be allied to us by his Family, his Friends, or his 
Country. Theſe are Diſtinctions warranted both 
by God and Nature; they are agreeable to the 
Rules of Juſtice,. and to the Commands of the 
Goſpel. Fa Man provide not ſor his cum, (ſays 
St. Paul) he is worſe than an Infidel. And again, 
As ue have Opportunity, let us do good unto all 
Men, and 20 unto thoſe who are of the Houſe- 
hold of Faith. Now if Religion in general be an 
Argument for Charity, if we are to be moved by 
the Diſtreſſes of every Chriſtian; ſure it will 
ftill more awaken our ' Compaſſion, ' when we 
hear the Voice of Mourning in the Sanctuary, 
and when the Misfortunes of our Brethren cry 
aloud from the Altar, | ; | 


Tux Objet?s for which aue plead, have all the 
Circamſtances of Diſtreſs, that can be imagined. 
They are the Poor, the Fatherleſs, and the Wi- 

BET dow; 
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dow; the unhappy Widows and Sons of the Pro- 
phets. Theſe are They who implore your Aſſiſ- 
-tance, and who preſent themſelves before you in 
this ſolemn Aſſembly.——It is expreſsly ſaid by 
St. Paul, that Charity ſeeketh not her own ; and there- 
fore far be it from us to behave unſeemly, or to 
peak preſumptuouſly;—But we may with all 
-Humility obſerve, that we are the Stewards and 
. Miniſters of Cbriſt; we preach in his Name, and 
by his Authority; we deliver the fame Doctrines 
which he taught; we adminiſter the ſame Sacra- 
ments which he ordain'd. It is our Duty to 
- wateh over the Houſe of Hrael, to feed and provide 
for the Lord's Family, to be unwearied in doing 
Good as He was, nay, and to lay down our 
Lives for the Flock as he did. So that we may 
with Reaſon expect ſome Eſteem, ſome Returns 
of Reverence and Affection for our Work's ſake. 

Ov Attendance upon the Miniſtry is full of 
Labour and Difficulty ; and though the Proviſion 
of ſome is more abundant, yet it may with Truth 
be affirmed, that the Portion of Levi is not great 
_— his Brethren. Perhaps upon one ſingle 
Life depends the Fate and Fortune of the Family. 
And whilſt the good Man of the Houſe is yet alive, 
we may imagine their many Doubts and Fears, 
their many Cares and Anxieties. But when the 
| Days of Mourning are come, when their only 
* "Comfort and Support is gone; then they are na- 
bed, diſtreſſed, and deſtitute ; expoſed to all the 
Diſhonour and Contempt of Poverty. Like 

Feruſalem in her Captivity, their Children are de- 
folate, they ſpread forth their Hands, and there ts 
none to comfort them. | 
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MAN x are the Enemies of our holy Religion, 
and therefore we cannot hope they will be Friends 
to us, who are the Guardians of that Religion. 


But, whilſt zwe labour in the Lord's Vineyard, we 


are content to bear the Reproaches of an injuri- 
One would imagine our Situation 
ſhould be unenvied ; and that this Day's Solem- - 
nity ſhould be a melancholy Proof, how little we 
advance in the Pomp, and Splendor of the World, 
what few Invaſions we nale upon the Property 
of our Neighbour.— However, whilſt we are 
diſtinguiſhed by the Royar Favour and Encou- 


ragement, which we daily experience; whilſt we 


are ſupported by the Great and Good, who are 
pleaſed to pour in their Offerings with a bounte- 
ous ' Hand ; but above all, whilſt we are under 


the Care and Protection of Providence, that Pro- 


vidence- whoſe Mercies are new every Morning, and 
which by many unforeſeen and unexpected Acci- 
dents provides for us; I ſay, whilſt we have theſe 
Aſſiſtances and Encouragements, we go on with 


| Chearfulneſs in the Diſcharge of our Duty, and 


with Gratitude do we acknowledge the Favour 
both of God and Man, AY 

WMW beſeech you therefore, Brethren, not to 
be weary in well-doing ; but to have in Remem- 
-brance thoſe who have ſpoken unto you the Word of 
God. The Majeſty of the living God, 
before whom we ſtand ; the Solemnity of this 
Houſe of Prayer, where we are now aſſembled ; 
the holy Offices of Devotion, which we have juſt 
perform'd; the Voice of Melody, which naturally 


inſpires us with tender Sentiments; the Houſe of 


Feaſting, whither we are going, and where we 
| | are 
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are to enjoy the Bleſſings of Heaven with Mirth 
and Innocence; All theſe are ſo many Arguments 
to awaken our Charity, and to make us fee] the 
Diſtreſſes of our afflicted Brethren.— Tuo hun- 
dred Penny worth of Bread is not ſufficient, that 
every one of theſe may take a little, Let us 
therefore enlarge our Hearts, and open wide our 
Hands, that the Fatherleſs, and the Diſtreſſed 
may rejoice with us, and that we may cauſe the 


 Widow's Heart to fing for joy. And let us re- 


member, that whatever we thus employ, it will 
be abundantly returned into our own Boſom. The 
Poor with united Voices will offer up their 
Petitions for us, and their Prayers ſhall enter into 
the Ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. So that we 
ſhall enjoy the Favour of the Almighty in both 
Worlds; the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Bleflings of Pro- 
vidence will attend us here, and when we 
depart hence, we ſhall ft down with Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


Now- to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour, Thankſgiving, and Glory, 
World without End. Amen. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


O obviate all Jealouſies, that may ariſe ei- 
ther from the Corporation of the Sons of the 
C 


rgy, or that of the Royal Bounty for the Augmen- 

_ of ſmall Livings, it may be proper to ob- 
erve ; 

THAT in the Firſt Caſe, their Widows are 
Laity ; their Children, who are put out Appren- 
tices, are Laity;. their Maſters and Miſtreſſes, 
who receive the Money, Laity; and what Cler- - 
gymen contribute, which is no ſmall Share, is ſo 
much transfer'd from them to the Laity. So 
that here there can be no Danger of their encreaſ-- - 
ing Power or Wealth at all. 

Ayo it will be Time Og to conſider the 
Latter Caſe ſome Centuries hence ; as will appear b 
the lodge Calculation, drawn. up, by an punch : 
rate Hand. "I 


« THe Governors of the Royal Bounty ate now 
empower'd to augment all Livings not exceeding . 
ou per annum. And the Number of Livings 

owing have been certified to be capable of Aug- 


3 4a - 


mentation, - 


10714 


POSTSORIPT. 


1071 Livings not exceeding 10 J. per an- 
num, may be augmented, with the 
Bounty only, ſix times each, pur- 
ſuant to the preſent Rules of the 
Governors, which will amount to 
6426 Augmentations. 

1467 Livings above 10, and not anda” 
ing 20/. per annum, may be aug N Ses 
mented four times each, which wilt 
make 5868 Augmentations. 

1126 Livings above 20, and not "I. 


ing 30/. per annum, may be aug- = 


22.. 


64.26 


3378 


mented three times each, which will 
make 3378 Augmentations. 

1049 Livings above 30, and not exceed- 
ing 40/. per annum, may be aug- 
mented twice each, which will 
make 2098 Augmentations. 

884 Livings above 40, and not exceed- 

ing 50 J. per annum, may be each 

once augmented, which will make 

884 Augmentations. 


2098 


PLS 


2775 


ack lang 


5597 597 Total Number of Au 1 

— which may be made (by the Bounty | — 
alone) before the Livings already $1 865 54 
certified will exceed 500. fer an- | —— 
num each 
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THe clear Amount of the Bounty is computed 
(communibus annis) to make 55 Augmentations 
yearly : So that, by the Bounty alone, it muſt be 
339 Years, from the Year 1714 (which was the 
firſt Year in which any Livings were augmented) 
before all the ſmall Livings already certified can 
exceed 50/. per annum. 


Note, In this Calculation the ſeveral Livings not 
exceeding 10 l. per annum, are all computed af 
10 J. per annum, and ſo on to 20, 30, 40, 50; 
which in the courſe of Augmentations will add 
conſiderably to the Number of Years above- 
mentioned, before the Purpoſe deſigned by the 
Royal Bounty can be compleated: And beſides, 
there are many more Livings capable of Aug- 
mentation, which have not yet been certified, 


Note, 18654 Augmentations being to be made by 
the Bounty alone, before the Livings already 
certified, will amount to above 50 J. per annum 
each; if it be computed that one half of ſuch 
Augmentations may be made in conjunction 
with Benefactors, it will then require 226 Years 
before the Livings already certified will exceed 
50 J. per annum.” | 
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